Ordinarius Professor Dr. MUZAFFER SENYUREK

Chairman of the Division of Palaeoanthropology
(Human Palaeontology and Primatology)

Dil ve Tarih - Cografya Fakiiltesi — Ankara Universitesi

Professor Senyiirek was born on 2 March 1915 in Izmir, Turkey. He gradu-
ated from the Izmir Atatiirk Boys' Lyceum at the head of his class and then
was enrolled in the Medical Faculty of the University of Istanbul, in 1932. He
entered and won the examination that the Turkish Ministry of Education had
opened for study in the United States, and thus he was in the first group of
official Turkish Government students in 1933 to go to the United States. He was
taught English at Cornell University and then went into Harvard University
Graduate School to work on his doctorate in 1934, in Physical Anthropology. He
received his M.A. and Ph. D. from Harvard University in 1939. Before Professor
Senyiirek's return to Turkey in November, 1939, he studied and prepared the
report for Harvard University on the fossil teeth of the Tangier Man discovered
by Professor Carl S. Coon, now of the University of Pennsylvania.

On his return in 1939 to Ankara he was appointed Assistant at the Faculty
of Letters and became a Dogent in 1940. In 1950 he became Associate Professor
and in 1958 he was made an Ordinarius Professor.

In 1941 he went into his compulsory military service where he served for
almost four years, but continued at the same time to do his research. In 1946 he
returned to America as a guest of the United States Government on board the
U.S.S. Missouri on its return from Turkey. During this stay in the United States
he spent most of his time doing research on fossil Primates at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, the American Museum of Natural History in New
York, and the Peabody Museum in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He returned to
Turkey at the end of 1947. In 1952 he went to New York on the invitation of
the Wenner - Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research to attend the Sym-
posium organized by that Foundation. In the winter of 1958 he went to Bagh-
dad on the invitation of Dr. Solecki of Columbia University to make the original
study and diagnosis of the Shanidar Infant.

He was a member of the American Anthropological Society and the American
Association of Physical Anthropologists.

He attended regularly the International Congresses in Anthropology and the
International Quaternary Congresses. At these Congresses he usually gave at least
two conferences. He was a member of the Permanent Council of the Interna-
tional Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences.

Professor. Senytirek was a Senator of the University of Ankara for five
years — up to the time of his death. He was on the Executive Board of his Fa-
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culty for two years, until he was elected Dean. He was Dean of his Faculty from
December 1958 until 1 June 1961. Professor Senyiirek was also a member of the
Turkish National Committee of UNESCO since 1954 and a member of the
Executive Committee of UNESCO of Turkey since 1955.

Professor Senylrek was a member of the Turkish Historical Society since
1948. He was reelected annually a member of the Executive Committee of the
Turkish Historical Society Printing House.

He gave conferences in his field at the Annual Turkish Geological Congress,
at the Congresses of the Turkish Historical Society, at the Faculty of Letters,
for I.C.A., and for other international congresses.

He had educational articles in the Turkish newspapers on his work, either
prepared by himself, or under his direction; the very last was an interview which
appeared on 5 September 1961 in «Son Havadis».

In December, 1959, he was invited to the 50th Anniversary of the University
of Algiers. Taking advantage of his invitation he did research in the anthropo-
logical museums in Algiers and Paris.

He was invited to the 400th Anniversary of the University of Lille in June
1960, but the 27th of May Revolution took place the day before his departure
and so he was unable to attend.

And what could more naturally be expected, he was a member of the
Turkish Society for the Protection of Animals.

Besides close to 80 articles and books, he left uncompleted a great compar-
ative work which was to have been published this year on the Carnivores of
Asia, tracing them through from the Far East, Asia Minor, Greece and the
Aegean Islands through Europe. Another work, which was to have been completed
this year, was a work on the Primates — a very large expansion of his original
thesis at Harvad, which was going to contain some very original and surprising
conclusions. (The Professor's wife, Mrs. N. Senyiirek, intends to publish this
thesis.)

This year was one of his most successful excavating years. He had found
many new fossil species, including the tooth of a fossil Ape — quite different
from any found so far and from the only other found so far in Turkey.

Professor Senyiirek was extremely honest in his professional work and in his
academic activities. He was very meticulous in his citations and references.
Whenever he disagreed, he never would diplomatically slip over the point of
controversy, but regardless he was direct and to the point in his criticisms and
preferred not to mince his words and would say what he believed to be the truth.

His students all adored him and it is an irreplaceable loss to Turkey as his
two Associate Professors (just barely trained and appointed) were discharged
amongst the famous 147. This leaves this important and fascinating field of
study in Turkey closed for the time being. Professor Senylirek's graduating class
of 1962 (this year's class) will have to be postponed indefinitely. He was planning
to accept forty new students this year—and his institute was so popular, and a field
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of study normally thought of as dull fossil bones — that each year the student
enrollment doubled. His students all claim that Professor Senyiirek not only was
their teacher, their mentor, but he was also a father to them. He made his dead
bones living bones to his students. His students could always go to him with their
problems no matter how small and unimportant. He did all he could to help
those poor students who had to work and yet wanted an education. His class
hours were always geared to their needs.

Professor Muzaffer Senylirek was a pure research scientist in the full meaning
of the term. He was always most content and happy when he was surrounded by
his books, bones and his two cats.
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